FIRST GRADE
HOMEROOM TEACHER: HIBA KUZAIHA                         2010-2011

Teaching Methodology
All children want to learn new things every day and our role is to teach them what they need to know with love, patience and affection. We should help them to be independent and lifelong learners. In my class I like to cater to each child’s need; this is why the class is divided into three groups, 
1. Red [basic first grade curriculum] 
2. Yellow [basic with some challenging materials] 
3. Green [basics with extra vocabulary, math homework, and reading activities] 
You will find a colored circle on the back of your child’s yellow folder, within two weeks of school, so that you know which group he/she belongs to. I will carefully plan inshaAllah to challenge your child without much frustration. If at home you feel that we need to slow down, then please do not hesitate to inform me.  
As a teacher of course, I will focus on academics! However, I will also incorporate moral values and social skills as needed. Each student in my class should obey the rules and follow the class virtues.
Every week we will read a story from our Language Art book!  The book will be sent home every Friday with your child to read the story as many times as he/she can.  
Homework:  I believe in quality and quantity when it comes to the students work.  Practice makes perfect!  Homework will be assigned to reinforce what has been done in class and to keep the student practicing at home those new concepts we had learnt.  The homework is also a way for the parents to be informed on what we’ve covered that week.
Homework (The Packet) will be sent every Monday and it is due on Friday.  Please, supervise your child and help him/her study the spelling words from the first page. 
· We will have a spelling test every Friday
· We will have a Math quiz every other Thursday.
· Every other week, I will send a Science paper, Social Study paper, or Reading Comprehension homework paper.  It will be due the next day unless it’s more than 2 pages, in which case it should be completed by that Friday.
Note *(If you think that your child did not understand a concept, please let me know ASAP.  I then will give extra time to the matter.) 
Class Work: We have a certain load of work that we need to do in class.  If your child did not finish the class work, I will send it home and write on it “please finish or redo at home”.  
· Please, let your child try to finish the next day if possible.  If you think he/she is struggling with the work, send it back in the yellow folder with a note and I will help him/her to do it in class. 
· PS, send a healthy snack with your child EVERY DAY.  We will have snack time around   9 o’clock in the cafeteria.
Healthy Snack Examples:
1. Applesauce (Unsweetened), Fruit Cups, and Canned Fruit
2. Dried Fruit/ Fruit Juice
3. Fruit Salad
4. Fruit (i.e. apples, bananas, oranges, grapes, strawberries)
5. Veggies (i.e. carrots, cucumbers, broccoli w/dip)
6. Crackers
7. Muffins (NOT CUPCAKES)
8. Dried Cereals (low in sugar)
9. Granola and/or Cereal Bar
10. Pretzels
11. Yogurt/Cheese Stick 
12. Nuts/ Trail Mix
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