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Perspectives on Art Education
	Comprehensive, well-organized art programs guide students in their personal discovery of the visual arts. Students explore many ways of art which contributes to culture and examine the power of art to raise social consciousness. Art exercises students’ critical and creative thinking processes, helping them articulate and solve problem in multiple way. 
The four strands, as they apply to art and their purposes are described below:
· Perception: developing abilities to organize ideas from the environment
· Creative expression / performance: developing the ability to express ideas in original works of art
· Historical/cultural heritage: developing understanding of art from a variety of cultures and historical periods and developing understanding of various cultures and historical periods from art.
· Response/evaluation: making judgments about personal artworks and works of others.






Art in Kindergarten through Grade 4:
The art program, as outlined in Arizona Cultural Academy (ACA), begins in kindergarten. Elementary students produce creative and imaginative work that reflects:
· Skill development in observation
· Knowledge of art history
· Understanding of art as an appearance of cultural experience
· Growing skills in evaluation.
In the most important grades, art raises children’s understanding of their environment, broadens and develops the use of the senses, and helps students build up their imaginative thinking. The art programs support individual understanding of ideas, thoughts, and feelings. Teachers make the most of on young children’s interest and excitement to walk around and discover by encourage them to state their thoughts for the works of art.
1. In Kindergarten through second grade, students are involved with two-and three dimensional artworks. Children make art by drawing, painting, printmaking, constructing (e.g., puppets and masks) and modeling. As students come across works of art and create their own works based on their individual understandings, they begin to recognize that people have diverse reactions to comparable works. Trips to museums and galleries help students develop and concern in art and relate art to everyday life.
2. In grades 3-4, teachers keep on to building on students’ comprehension of and skill with art, as learning in art becomes more difficult. At times, teaching must be individualized. Students who have had partial interest with art begin with fundamental processes. Students continue to develop visual ability in grades 3-4. Experiences that help students become more conscious of line, color, texture, and form and put together design. Examining the design, structure, and purpose artwork helps students make educated choices and value art in everyday life. Making two and three dimensional art, including drawings, paintings, sculptures, fiber art, and jewelry is a major component in the art curriculum.














Art in Grades 5th –7th 
5th through 7th begin to investigate, categorize, appreciate, and evaluate their abilities. As they examine and talk about the visual environment, they expand earlier learning and grow deeper art knowledge, flexibility, and interest. Middle school art classes place the groundwork for more highly developed work at the high school level by giving students opportunities to:
· Articulate individual ideas
· Discover a wide selection of media
· Work in partnership on group projects
· Relate art to environmental issues.
Students learn the use of tools such as angle and learn to intricate and direct images to go with a specific reason of idea. Two and three dimensional media include drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, fiber art.








Art in the 8th -10th 
Art classes in grades 8th -10th are intended for all students. The program is designed to accommodate the needs of students who will be art appreciators.
High school teachers highlight each individual’s ideas, motivations, and thoughts. Learning experiences are differentiating by the interactions of: 
· Common sense and creativity
· Fact and feeling
· Critical and creative thinking.
 











5th -7th grades curriculum
“Explorations in Art”
Marilyn G. Stewart and Eldon Katter
5th -7th grade:
1. Student Introduction
a. What is art?
b. People make art, why?
c. Artists choose their subjects
d. Artists choose their materials
e. Artists think about their composition
f. Elements of art
g. Principles of design
h. Art criticism
i. A5-step process
5th grade:
2. Unit 1/ We the people/ People and Their Stories
a.  Expressive Faces ( Portraits and proportion)
b. Our Faces in Light (Value and Shading)
c. Posed for Action(Drawing from Observation)
d. People in Action (Style and Technique)
e. Paintings about People(Mixing Colors)
f. Genre Painting(Color Harmonies)
3. Unit2/ Our Artistic Heritage/ Art Forms and Media
a. A Tradition of Still Life ( Light and Shadow)
b. Styles in Stll Life ( Making Choices)
c. A Tradition of Quilting (Stories in Fabric)
d. A Tradition of Weaving (Materials and Techniques)
e. Styles of Architecture (Changes in House Styles)
f. Built to Last (Materials for Buildings)
6th grade:
4. Unit 3/Surprises/Materials and Forms
a. Surprising Images (Photomontage)
b. Creative Combinations (Surprising Portraits)
c. Puzzling Lines (op Art)
d. Paper Surprises ( Creating a Collection of Papers)
e. Surprising Structures (Paper Sculpture)
5. Unit 4/ Close to Nature/ Seeing Connections
a. Beauty in Nature ( Drawing from Observation)
b. Nature Studies (Using Watercolor Paints)
c. Observing Creatures (Inventing New Patterns)
d. Animal Styles (Creating a Relief Print)
e. Land, Sea, and Sky (Stencils)
f. Recycle and Restore (Sculpture with a Message)
7th grade:
6. Unit 5/ Sharing / Communication
a. Letters and Symbols (Color and Balance)
b. Beautiful Handwriting (Brush and Pen)
c. Stories in Motion (Action Sequences)
d. Everyday Stories (Illustration and Composition)
e. Symbol Systems (Communication with Images)
f. Cultural Meanings( Symbols in Asian Art)
7. Unit 6/ A World of Wonder/Art and Imagination
a. Beyond the Frame (Near and Far)
b. Spatial Illusions (Linear and Atmospheric Perspective)
c. Creating Excitement (Visual Rhythm and Movement)
d. Dreamlike Places (Creating Mood)
e. Fantasy and Exaggeration(Giving Form to Imagination)
f. Imaginary Creatures (Embossed Metal)
8. Student Handbook ( 5th -7th )
a. Art Safety
b. Elements of Art
i. Line
ii. Shape and Form
iii. Texture
iv. Color and Value
v. Shape and Space
c. Principles of Design
i. Pattern
ii. Movement and Rhythm
iii. Variety and Unity
iv. Symmetrical Balance
v. Proportion


8th-10th grades Art Curriculum
“Exploring Visual Design”
The Elements and Principles
Joseph A. Gatto 
Albert W. Porter
Jack Selleck
8th  -10th  grade: 
1. Introduction
a. What is Design?
b. Appreciating Design
c. Elements and principles of Design
d. Observing Design







8th grade:
2. Part One: The Elements of Design
a. Line 
i.  Line Types
1. Structural Lines
2. Outlines
3. Contour Lines
4. Gesture Lines
5. Sketch Lines
6. Calligraphy
ii. Line Personality
1. Vertical and Horizontal Lines
2. Diagonal Lines
iii. Line Quality
iv. Line as Texture and Pattern
v. Another Look at Line
b. Shape and Form
i. Categories of Shapes
ii. Light Values
iii. Dark 
iv. Qualities of Shape
v. Form and Light
vi. Another Look at Shape and Form


9th grade:
c. Value
i. Using Value in a Design
ii. Light Values
iii. Dark Values
iv. Another Look at Value
d. Color
i. The Source of Color
ii. Neutrals
iii. The Properties of Color
iv. Color Harmonies
v. Warm and Cool Colors
vi. Another Look at Color
e. Space
i. Three-Dimensional Space 
ii. Two-Dimensional Space
iii. The Illusion of Depth
iv. Subjective Space
v. Another Look at Space
f. Texture
i. Surface Qualities
ii. Texture
iii. Texture and Light
iv. Artists and the Use of Texture
v. Another Look at Texture

10th grade:
3. Part Two: The Principles of Design
a. Balance
i. Symmetrical Balance
ii. Approximate Symmetry
iii. Asymmetrical Balance
iv. Radial Balance
v. Another Look at Balance
b. Unity
i. Dominance
ii. Repetition of Visual Units
iii. Use of Color
iv. Surface Quality
v. Another Look at Unity
c. Emphasis
i. Emphasizing One Element of Design (Line, Shape and Form)
ii. Emphasizing one Element of design (Value, Color, Space, or Texture)
iii. Using Simplicity
iv. Using Placement and Grouping
v. Emphasis Through Isolation
vi. Using Size and Repetition
vii. Another Look at Emphasis
d. Pattern
i.  Patterns in Nature
ii. Patterns in Manufactured Designs
iii. Basic Types of Planned Patterns
iv. Random  Patterns
v. Another Look at Pattern
e. Movement and Rhythm
i. Actual Movement
ii. Recorded Action
iii. Compositional Movement
iv. Types of Rhythm
v. Another Look at Movement and Rhythm
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