ARIZONA CULTURAL ACADEMY

Subject: American History
Grade: 11th grade
2009-2010 Syllabus – Secondary
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Instructor: Ms. Shelly Reynolds
Phone: (602) 454-1222
E-mail: shellyreynolds@azacademy.org
Conference hours: Please email me if you would like to schedule a parent/teacher conference
Required Texts:  Holt: American History: American Anthem
Work Load: 

In school, for each credit hour, it is expected that students will work two or more hours a week outside of class time in preparation for class. This means that for a typical 3 credit hour course, you would expect to spend 6 hours a week in prep time outside of class. To succeed, you will need to be prepared to spend adequate time on this class.

Prerequisites: 

A grade of D or better in 10th grade subjects.

Instructional delivery format: 

Approximately 5 class periods per week; each class meeting may include lecture, discussion, activities, library research and/or student presentations; this will vary depending on the topic we're covering.

Course description:

A study of American History is integral for students to analyze our national experience through time, to recognize the relationships of events and people, and to interpret significant patterns, themes, ideas, beliefs, and turning points in Arizona and American history. Students will be able to apply the lessons of American History to their lives as citizens of the United States.
Performance Objectives:

Concept 1: Research Skills for History 
Historical research is a process in which students examine topics or questions related to historical studies and/or current issues. By using primary and secondary sources effectively students obtain accurate and relevant information. An understanding of chronological order is applied to the analysis of the interrelatedness of events. These performance objectives also appear in Strand 2: World History. They are intended to be taught in conjunction with appropriate American or World History content, when applicable.

Concept 2: Early Civilizations Pre 1500

The geographic, political, economic and cultural characteristics of early civilizations made significant contributions to the later development of the United States. 

Concept 3: Exploration and Colonization 1500s – 1700s 
The varied causes and effects of exploration, settlement, and colonization shaped regional and national development of the U.S. 

Concept 4: Revolution and New Nation 1700s – 1820 
The development of American constitutional democracy grew from political, cultural, and economic issues, ideas, and events. 

Concept 5: Westward Expansion 1800 – 1860 
Westward expansion, influenced by political, cultural, and economic factors, led to the growth and development of the U.S. 

Concept 6: Civil War and Reconstruction 1850 – 1877 
Regional conflicts led to the Civil War and resulted in significant changes to American social, economic, and political structures. 

Concept 7: Emergence of the Modern United States 1875 – 1929 
Economic, social, and cultural changes transformed the U.S. into a world power. 

Concept 8: Great Depression and World War II 1929 – 1945 
Domestic and world events, economic issues, and political conflicts redefined the role of government in the lives of U.S. citizens. 

Concept 9: Postwar United States 1945 – 1970s 
Postwar tensions led to social change in the U.S. and to a heightened focus on foreign policy. 

Concept 10: Contemporary United States 1970s – Present 
Current events and issues continue to shape our nation and our involvement in the global community.

Assessment:

In order to determine whether this course is meeting its above-stated objectives, a variety of classroom assessment techniques will be used. These may include, but are not limited to, “objective” questions regarding comprehension of the material presented in class, essay exams, oral exams, discussions, analysis and presentation of case studies, and student peer and self-evaluations. These assessments fulfill two purposes. First, they help you and your instructor determine how well you are acquiring factual information in the class; and second, these assessment instruments will assist your instructor in improving this course. Because this course fulfills a general education requirement, your instructor will also assess whether the skills of the students in your class improved in any of the following areas: oral and written communication, critical thinking, awareness of cultural diversity and global awareness.

Grades:

Grades will be calculated from the following:

	Area of Assessment
	Percentage Allocated (%)

	Exams
	25%

	Quizzes
	35%

	Class work/Home work
	10%

	Research Project/Presentation
	15%

	Debate
	5%

	Participation
	10%


Your child’s grade will be calculated based on the total grade weight of each assessment category:


A = 89.5% and above

B = 79.5%


C = 69.5%


D = 59.5%


F = 58.5% and below
Exams:

There will be chapter assessments at least once every two weeks. Students will also demonstrate their overall content knowledge on unit exams.
Assignments:

Class assignments will range from in class discussions, demonstrations, cooperative learning, debates, written assignments, research projects, and presentations.
Policy on late assignments:

Late assignments and assessments can only be made up with an excused absence. If an excused absence is issued students will only be allowed the same amount of days they were absent to make up missed work. A grade of zero or an ‘F’ will be issued if work is not made up during the allowable timeframe. This policy is subject to change with administrator approval.
Expectations:
Students are expected to participate in classroom discussions and to be respectful of the learning environment. All students are required to bring adequate writing materials (pens, pencils, notebook) and textbooks to class on a daily basis. 

Classroom Rules:
1. Come prepared to learn

2. Be respectful of the learning environment

3. Bring supplies and texts to class every day

4. Always do your best
If I feel your child has violated the classroom rules (barring extraordinary circumstances) the following consequence guideline will be utilized:

Consequences:
1. Warning

2. Red card

3. Class participation points deducted (5pts for each red card)

4. Call or note home

5. Parent/Teacher conference scheduled

6. Office referral

Positive Incentives:
1. Class recognition (praise)

2. Weekly hero award (10 class participation pts)

3. Student Achievement certificate

** Please note the attached yearly lesson plans are a guide only, and are subject to change based on the dynamics and ability level of the classroom as a whole.
Please sign the acknowledgement statement below verifying that you have reviewed and discussed the syllabus, welcome letter, and yearly lesson plan content with your child. The return of this signed verification will be your child’s first classwork assignment grade and is due no later than August 17, 2009.
“I have read and discussed the syllabus and welcome letter information with my child. My child understands and is in compliance with the expectations, classroom rules and consequences, makeup policy, the assignment grade scale and weights, and curriculum objectives.”
________________________________

Student’s Signature/Date

________________________________

Parent’s Signature/Date

Please provide any information below you feel would be helpful for me to be aware of regarding your child.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11th grade World History Syllabus


